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2. Phonetic introduction 

2,1. Vowels 

There are 18 vowel phonemes in Even, which fall into groups of "hard" and "soft" vowels, 
distributed in accordance with the vowel harmony rules. The hard vowels are: /i/, /jj/, /a/, /aa/, Ai/, 
/ijq/, /o/, /ooA /W. The soft vowels are: /i/, /ii/, /e/, /ee/, /u/, /uu/, /6/, /oo/, /^e/. Hard vowels differ 
from the corresponding soft in that the former are somewhat lower, have a more back and 
"strained" articulation and (in Eastern dialects) are pharyngalized. 

The vowel system of Even is represented in Table 1 (allophonic variants of phonemes are given in 
parenthesis). 
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TABLE 1 : VOWEL SYSTEM 

short 

high i 
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As shown abovc» distinction between short and long vowels is phonemic in Even. Vowels /*a/ and 
/^e/ are similar to rising diphthongs and with respect to vowel length are close to long vowels. In 
non-initial syllables short /a/ and /e/ are realized as reduced [g] and [a], respectively. Preceded by 
dorsal [t] and [d], the fr^ont high vowels /j/, /ii/, /i/, /ii/ have a more open articulation [\], [ ul. [i 1. 

[11]. 

2.2. Consonants 

There are 17 consonant phonemes in Even . The consonantal system is represented in Table 2. 

TABLE 2: CONSONANTAL SYSTEM 

bilabial alveolar palato- velar uvular pharingal 

alveolar 

t d £ d' kg (q) 

s j (Y) (h) 

n n' 

1 d') 

r 

The explosives [c] and [d'] are similar to affricates. The fricative /$/ has an alveolar and a 
pharingal - [h] - variants, their distribution being subject to dialectal variation (see below). The 
phoneme /k/ is realized as uvular [q] in hard vowel words and as a velar [k] elsewhere, /g/ is 
realized as a stop word initially and after consonants and as a fricative [y] elsewhere. 

2.3. Phonotactics and phonomorphology 

There arc no special restrictions (except for vowel harmony rules) on distribution of vowels. Con- 
sonant clusters (of at most two consonants) occur only in word-medial position. The fricatives /w/, 
/sA /j/, /!/ and the rhotic /r/ do not occur word-initially. In Eastern dialects distribution of the pha- 
ryngal [h] is restricted to the word-initial position, whereas in Middle-Western dialects [s] occurs 
only before palato-alveolar stops. 

The major phenomenon affecting distribution of vowels in Even is vowel harmony. Vowel harmo- 
ny implies restrictions on co-occurrence of vowels within a wordform. In other words, the vowel 
quality (hard versus soft) of a suffix is determined by the vowels of the stem. Thus, each suffix has 
two distinct forms, one for use with hard vowel stems, one for use with soft vowel stems. Compare 
the form of the locative marker in -/a/-/e, attached to the hard vowel stem moo 'wood' and to the 
soft vowel stem mop 'water': moo-la 'in wood', but moo-le 'in water'. 

Consonant alternations are largely due to assimilation processes. The progressive assimilation oc- 
curs more regularly and applies, in particular, in the following cases: 1). If a voiceless stem-final 
consonant is followed by a suffix beginning with a voiced consonant, the latter becomes voiceless; 
cf. d'uu-du 'in the house' and okat-tu 'in the river', 2). If a stem-final alveolar consonant is followed 
by a verbal suffix beginning with /r/, the latter undergoes complete assimilation; cf the form of the 
nonfuture tense marker: nan-rai-m) '(I) sent', hat-ta(-m) '(I) call*, gid-da(-m) '(1) speaf, \s-sa{-m) *(I) 
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reached*. 3). If the suffix -initial /w/ is followed by a long vowel, it is assimilated by the preceding 
stem-final consonant (while the vowel of the stem becomes rounded); cf. the form of the iterative 
marker in -waat-: oo-waat- 'usually do', hor-root- 'usually go', bak-koot- 'usually find', bel-loot- 
'usually help*, etc. 

Apocope (phoneme deletion) is restricted to certain morphological and/or lexical contexts. Thus, 
the "primary"* stem-final //n// is deleted, when followed by a suffix beginning with [p], [b], [j], [k] 
or a sonant; cf the base form oran 'reindeer' with the derived forms ora-r 'reindeers*, ora-kla 'up to 
the reindeer', ora-pci 'with plenty of reindeer', etc. 

Epenthetic vowels //a//, //e//, //i// are used to avoid consonant clustering. Normally, they occur at 
morpheme boundaries; cf the base (singular) forms okat 'river', bej 'man' and the corresponding 
plural forms in -/: okat-a-l 'rivers', bej-i-l 'men'. However, in some few cases these vowels can be 
inserted into suffixes; cf the base (nominative) forms d'uu 'house', bej 'man' and the corresponding 
directive case forms: d'uu-tki 'to the house', bej-teki 'to the man'. 

The stress (its place, type, etc) has not been experimentally studied. In any case, stress is not pho- 
nemic in Even. 

2.4. Notes on transcription 

Since the present study focuses on grammar, rather than phonetics, I henceforth adopt a phonemic 
transcription, disregarding all allophonic variation (except for the distinction between [s] and [h] 
that has become a writing convention). This transcription is further simplified in that it does not 
distinguish between hard and soft high vowels, as their quality can, normally, be elicited from the 
value of vowels in adjacent syllables. 

Note also that the adopted transcription, albeit convenient for typographical reasons, is in several 
respects potentially misleading. First, the letter d here refers to stop, rather than affricate. Second, 
the vowels /^a/, M are in what follows represented as the diphthongs Aa/ and /ie/, respectively. 

Otherwise, the present notation follows the conventions, adopted in (Comrie 1981), which are, 
largely, consistent with the I.P.A. 



1 Even makes distinction between (both nominal and verbal) stems with a "primary" versus a 
"secondary" stem-final //n/A The latter, unlike the former, are assumed to have lost a stem-final 
vowel- 
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